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PARABLES  

People asked Jesus questions about God’s kingdom. Instead of answering directly, Jesus told 
parables, stories about everyday life that reveal important things about God’s kingdom. These 
stories challenged the way people thought and confronted the religious and political power 
structures.

Jesus’ parables are a light that illuminates what is really true in God’s kingdom. They illuminate 
new understandings about the world by challenging systems of power and our beliefs about who 
we are and how we should treat each other.  

Matthew 13:10-17
Jesus taught about God’s kingdom through 
parables, stories of everyday people, jobs, 
and objects. Jesus’ parables challenged 
the status quo and power structures of the 
day. While some parables are difficult to 
understand, their mystery makes them more 
holy—reflecting the mysterious nature of God. 

Check out these other Bible passages that 
connect with the theme of Parables!

> Mark 4:30-32 What does mustard have to  
 do with the kingdom of God?

> Luke 15:11-24 What can parables   
 teach us about God?

> Luke 10:29-37 Why is the parable of the  
 Good Samaritan so surprising?

Talk about it!
Use these questions to connect with each 
other.

> Why do you think Jesus taught using   
 parables instead of just answering people’s  
 questions directly?

> How would you explain the kingdom of   
 God to someone new to church?

> Why do you think Jesus wanted to change  
 the way we look at our everyday lives?

What are preteens  
thinking?
Despite their entertaining story form, parables 
are still metaphors that can require abstract 
reasoning to understand. Be aware that you 
may need to help your preteen make the 
connections that might seem obvious to you.

Try this!
Gather several everyday objects from around 
your house, such as a cell phone, coffee mug, 
backpack, and so on. 

Take turns creating and imagining parables 
that Jesus might use to teach an audience of 
modern disciples and followers. 

Prayer
Open our hearts and our minds, that we might 
hear your message and understand God’s 
kingdom here on earth. Amen.


